
Hebrew Vocabulary list four 
 

Greenberg, chapter 8 
Greenberg does not actually provide a vocabulary section in ch. 8, but he discusses these words 

and seems to expect you to know them in subsequent lessons. 
To open = פתח patah To count  = ספר  

To weigh = קלׁש  shekel To come = בוא  

To guard = ׁשמר Samaria To make, do = פעל  

To stand, arise = םקו   To remember = זכר Zachariah 

 
 

Present active indicative/participle (קל) 
ֶרתֹ֫זֶכ  Remember (f) ֹזֵכר Remember (m) 

 Remember (m/c.pl) ֹזְכִרם Remember (f.pl) ֹזְכרֹות
 

Forms of the perfect (completed action, usually past) indicative 
 Active1 ַקל See below ִּפֵעל Causitive2 ִהְפִעיל

ִהְזִּכיר
5

 he reminded ִזֵּכר
4
 he was born male2 ָזַכר He remembered 

 Passive of Qal ִנְפַעל Passive of Piel ֻּפַעל Passive of Hiphil ָהְפַעל

ָהְזַּכר
5
 he reminded ֻזַּכר

4
 It was masculinized ִנְזַּכר

5  He was remembered 

 Archaic reflexive ִנְפַעל Reflexive of Piel ִהְתַּפֵעל  

ִהְזַדֵּכר  
6,4

 He reminisced ִנְזַּכר
5
 He recollected 

1 There is a qal passive, which does not appear in this paradigm. 
2 Hiphil/Hophal are more often causative, but as with any language, there are no hard and fast 

rules. 
3
 Or, “masculinized, treated as masculine,” obviously not the normal piel meaning shift, as 

discussed below. 
4 The כ is dageshed here as a feature of the piel/pual/hitpael, non-begad-kepat letters will also 

double if they can (i.e., not gutturals, etc.). 
5
 The כ is dageshed here as a begad-kepat letter, not as a feature of the niphal/hiphil/hophal. 

6 The unusual form displays two changes. Roots beginning in s or sh will swap the ת and the ‘s’ 
letter (e.g., ִהְסַּתֵּפר from the verb ז) .ספר words do essentially the same thing, except that 
since the ז is voiced, the ת morphs into the voiced version of itself: ד, as here. 

 

Niphal reflexive 
These meanings are less frequent and simply have to be learned as they come up.  There is also a 
Qal passive which is used occasionally, also archaic.   
 

Piel 
Piel is the most difficult, because it does not seem to be consistent.  The following are a couple 
of treatments from other grammars: 
 



Lambdin, Introduction to Biblical Hebrew (1971, pp. 193-195) [summarized by Geoffrey 
Morrison] 
The Piel is a derived stem, i.e. it is secondary to some other form in the language, such as a verb 
in Qal, a noun, or an adjective. The following groups represent the types of derivation: 
a. Factitive (transitivizing) The most consistent use of Piel. A transitive active Piel from a root 
which appears as intransitive or stative in Qal: 
 Qal (to be sound) → Piel (to make sound) 
 Qal (to be great) → Piel (to magnify)” 
     May also be causative from a transitive form in Qal: 
 “Qal (to learn) → Piel (to teach; i.e. to cause to learn)” 
b. Denominative. Piel is closer to the meaning of a noun or adjective than to a Qal verb. 
c. Intensive. In many cases the Piel indicates pluralization of Qal action. [Qal: he kissed → Piel: 
he kissed repeatedly].  Lambdin discounts the traditional ‘intensive’ definition [he broke → he 
shattered], stating that “Many of the so-called intensive Piels seem more to be stylistic variations 
of the Qal verb (most likely denominative in origin) used in poetry, probably for variation rather 
than intensification.” 
d. Unclassified. There are some Piels whose origins are not clear, e.g. to scatter, to drive away, 
to seek, to hurry. 
The function of Piel is factitive-denominative-intensive, the particular nuance depending on the 
particular verb. (based on Lamdin, 193-195) 
 
 
Geoffrey Morrison, Teaching the Classical Hebrew Stem System (1995, pp. 75ff) 
Morrison says it describes something being put into a state, e.g.: 
Qal Piel 
John broke the chair. John put the chair into a state of having been broken. 

/ John had the chair put into a state of having been broken  
(John had the chair broken [by someone]) 

Jane went home. Jane was in a state of going home. (Jane was going home) 
The queen died. The king put the queen into a state of being dead. 

/ The king had the queen put into a state of being dead. (The king had 
the queen killed / The king killed the queen) 

I’ m hungry.  
 

He put me into a state of being hungry. 
/ He had me put into a state of being hungry. (He starved me) 

You are wise. I put you into a state of being wise. 
/ I have you put into a state of being wise. (I enlighten you) 

  

Filled out meanings for ch. 8 vocab. 
Unless otherwise indicated, niphal is passive of qal, pual of piel, and hophal of hiphil 

 פתח escape (from bonds), [develop (intr)] הת open, engrave, [develop (tr)] פ open ק
 ספר [get a haircut] הת recount, [cut hair] פ count ק
 ׁשקל weigh ק
 בוא bring, put in ה [import] פ come, arrive (נ no) ק
 ׁשמר take heed, be kept הת preserve פ be careful נ guard ק
 פעל make, do, labor ק
 קום rise against הת raise, establish ה arouse, restore פ stand (נ no) ק
 זכר reminisce הת remind ה be born male  פ(recollect + נ) remember ק

 



Hosea 2 (MT)  
If you need to look at the English translation, the numbering there will be vss. 1 & 2. 

 

וֵתיֶכ2י֑ם ַעִּמ֖ ַלֲאֵחיֶכ1ּוִ֥אְמר 3   ָמה֖ ְוַלֲאֹחֽ ם ֻרָחֽ
3

׃  

יבּוִ֤ר 4  
4

י֔ ִר֙ ְבִאְּמֶכם יבּו ִּכֽ
5

ּה֑א ִאיָׁש֣י ֖ ְוָאֹנִכ6י֔א ִאְׁשִּת֣ ֙־ִהיא
7  

 
ִאְמ 1
ר
 speak [in this case, ‘call’ (in the sense of ‘name’)]! (pl impv) 

םַע 2  people 
ָמ 3 ֻרָחֽ
ה

 she who has obtained mercy 
יבִ֤ר 4
ּו

 dispute with! (pl impv) 
ִּכֽ  5
י

because 
6
י +  =   ִאָּׁשה 
7
ּה ...   her (suffix) 

 
Exodus 5 (MT)  
Grayed words are first appearance of proper names 
 

רְ֗וַאַח 1
8

או֚ ָּב
9

10ּו֖ ַוֹּיאְמרןַ֔אֲהֹר ְוהֹ֣מֶׁש ּ 
֑הְרֹעַּפ ֶאל־  

ה     ֹּכֽ
11

ר֤־ָאַמ
12

ל֔י ִיְׂשָרֵא֣ ֱאֵה֙ ְיהָוה  

13ַׁ֙שַּלח   
 ֶאת

14
ּגּו֥ ְוָיֹח2י֔־ַעִּמ

15
ר֖ ִל י ַּבִּמְדָּבֽ

16
  ׃

ע֣ר ֶאְׁשַמ֣ ֲאֶׁש֙הָוהי ְי֤ ִמהַּ֔פְרֹעאֶמר ַ֣וֹּי 2 ...
17  

 

8
רַ֗אַח   after 
֚אָּב 9  This is the normal perfect form of בוא, in this case in 3rd person pl. 
10
 to speak.  In this case it is 3rd person plural past continuing action (like the Greek = אמר 

imperfect) 
11

ה   this ֹּכֽ
12 Same word as f.n. 9. What form is it in? 
13

 sendַׁשַּלח 
14

 sign of direct object ֶאת 
15

ּגו֥ ְָיֹח   they will celebrate a feast 
16

ר   wilderness ִּמְדָּבֽ
17

 1st person continuing action ֶא… 
 


